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In 21
st
 century the woman has proved herself a matchless workforce and this has brought the position 

of men and women on equal footing. The women can be seen marching into those domains of work 

which were previously dominated by the men, as in Defense services, taxation, police and many more. 

This example was well observed in 66
th
 Republic Day celebration. Economic independence has made 

the woman not only to nurture their work place; there they are working but also nourishing her 

family. Playing a dual role in the public private sector as well as in the domestic life. The economic 

independence also placed the woman at higher order in the domestic life and removed the feeling of 

discrimination among her family members. The economic equation of the family is now equally 

influenced by her economic independence and this condition rooted up the infested conceptions of 

discrimination. 
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In the Eighteenth and Nineteenth centuries the women faced challenges of 

exploitation but in the 20
th

 century the position of the women in the social structure of this 

world, raised to a good level. The rulers or the ruling social as well as political powers 

realized the value of women and put a stop to the atrocities and discrimination done to them. 

In the shape of women empowerment, the whole world started a mission to strengthen the 

status and place of women all over the world. The law makers and social infrastructure set a 

target before them to develop the standard of living of the women. Through the various 

provisions, the women started empowered in different shapes. The first step was to provide 

women, equality, which helped the women to realize the hidden strengths and to work equal 

to the men. The equality in education and employment fully changed their position from the 

disability and segregation. 

Now a day from the very beginning, from the schooling, the girls in every walk of 

field are equal and ahead to the men. In the economic field women can be seen as workers, 

entrepreneur, investor and manufacturer. In the corporate world the women have proved to be 

a very successful and important part. In the engineering, medical, political, financial and 

especially in IT industry the women can be seen as equally powerful as men. 
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In 21
st
 century the woman has proved herself a matchless workforce and this has 

brought the position of men and women on equal footing. The women can be seen marching 

into those domains of work which were previously dominated by the men, as in Defense 

services, taxation, police and many more. This example was well observed in 66
th

 Republic 

Day celebration. 

Economic independence has made the woman not only to nurture their work place; 

there they are working but also nourishing her family. Playing a dual role in the public 

private sector as well as in the domestic life. The economic independence also placed the 

woman at higher order in the domestic life and removed the feeling of discrimination among 

her family members. The economic equation of the family is now equally influenced by her 

economic independence and this condition rooted up the infested conceptions of 

discrimination. 

In India the constitution also empowered the women through certain measures and 

positions and tried to neutralize the effect of inequality and discrimination with women. This 

is ensured by the Fundamental Rights and other Protective Acts/Laws. Due to poor education 

system, poverty and ignorance these efforts have not been fully exercised by the women in 

India but the efforts have been made by the Central and State governments. To implement all 

these seriously and to make the Indian woman fully strong the following provisions have 

been provided to women in India:- 

  (Article 14) provide equal status to woman before law 

 Under (Article 15 (i)) in India all the states should provide women equality at every 

level and will not show any kind of discrimination on the bases of caste, creed, sex, 

religion and region. 

 (Article 15 (3)) under this article this becomes the duty of every state to provide some 

special provision for women and children. 

 (Article 16) denotes for equal employment opportunities for the entire citizens male 

and female both. 

 (Article 39(a)) provides equal opportunities for livelihood both for men and women 

without any discrimination;  

 (Article 39(d)) directs equal pay for equal work for men and women  

 (Article 39 A) the provision of providing justice without the economic or social 

disabilities  equally to all the citizen  
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 (Article 42) the states will provide secured humane condition for work to all the 

citizens relieving temporary disabilities like pregnancy. 

 (Article 46) all the states will promote and care for the educational and economic 

interest of the weaker sections and to protect them from social injustice and 

exploitation. 

 (Article 47) it is the responsibility of the state to work for better nutrition levels for 

people. 

 (Article 51(A) (e)) to promote spirit of brotherhood among people and to promote 

women respect programmes. 

 (Article 243 D(3)) reservation for women in panchayat , not less than one-third seats 

of the total number reserved for women 

 (Article 243 D(3)) reservation for women in every Municipality, not less than one-

third seats of the total number reserved for women 

Instead of all these provisions by the Indian constitution many other safeguards are 

constituted for the crime against women in India .these safeguards under different 

circumstances and conditions are liable for justice  for the victim .after independence  to save 

the dignity of the women  and to give women  a respectable status this  was done through the 

India panel code . To every crime against women case is registered in the police station some 

of these major crimes are Rape (Sec. 376 IPC), Kidnapping & Abduction for different 

purposes (Sec. 363-373), Homicide for Dowry, Dowry Deaths or their attempts (Sec. 

302/304-B IPC), Torture, both mental and physical (Sec. 498-A IPC), Molestation (Sec. 354 

IPC), Sexual Harassment (Sec. 509 IPC), Importation of girls (up to 21 years of age). And 

under special law / Acts, some more provisions are given which also act as safeguards for the 

women. These provisions are made for all, through which women can also take advantage 

The Employees State Insurance Act, 1948,The Plantation Labor Act, 1951,The Family Courts 

Act, 1954,The Special Marriage Act, 1954,The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955,The Hindu 

Succession Act, 1956 with amendment in 2005,Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956,The 

Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Amended in 1995),Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961,The Medical 

Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971,The Contract Labor (Regulation and Abolition) Act, 

1976,The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976,The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006,The 

Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 1983,The Factories (Amendment) Act, 1986,Indecent 
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Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986,Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 

1987,The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005. 

“All these Provisions, Laws and Acts can be proved useful for the women if 

the Indian women can take proper advantage of all these and made themselves 

this much of powerful that no one can dare of doing such crimes against her. 

The central and state governments are doing good efforts for materializing 

and strengthening Indian women but ignorance and illiteracy are two such 

factors which are responsible for inhibiting the action and impact of these 

provisions. So it is not enough to provide Protection Acts to the women but to 

make the women aware of these acts is equally very important. Lastly men 

should also be made aware of these safeguards for the women and strong 

punishments for the crimes against them so that before doing such act against 

women they should think many a times of the result”. 

REFERENCES 

Mamta Rao, “Law Relating to Women and Children”, 2nd edition, Eastern Book Company. 

Justice Krishna Iyer, 1993 “Crime against women- A Sage of Victimology Sans Penology”, edited by 

O.C. Sharma, Ashish Publishing House, New Delhi,. 

Tripathi P.K, 1972 “Some insight into Fundamental Rights”, Indian Journal of Politiccs,  

J.N. Pandey, “The Constitutional law of India”, 47th Edition, Central law publishing Agency. 

Das Gupta, M. 1987. Selective discrimination against female children in rural Punjab,India. 

Population and Development Review 13(1): 77-100. 

National Family Health Survey (NFHS-3), 2005-06: India: Volume I. Mumbai: IIPS. 

Kishor, S. 1993. May God Give Sons to All: Gender and child mortality in India.American 

Sociological Review 58(2): 247-265. 

Kishor, S. and K. Johnson. 2006. Reproductive health and domestic violence: Are the poorest women 

uniquely disadvantaged? Demography Vol.43 (2): 293-397. 

NCRB, (2011), Crime in India: Statistics-2011, National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home 

Affairs,Government of India, NewDelhi 

Coomaraswamy, Radhika, (2005), „Human Security and Gender Violence‟, Economic and Political 

Weekly Vol. 40, No. 44/45  

Prajanya Trust, (2010) Gender Violence in India: A Prajnya Report 2010, Prajanya Trust, Chennai 

Patel, C.L.,(1996), „Empowerment of Women and Law‟, Central India Law Quarterly, Vol.lX: IV, New 

Delhi 

 

 


